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This Study Will Assist UH-Manoa in Understanding Admitted Student 
Perceptions to Best Position Itself Among Peers 

Impact

� Examination of enrollment trends for admitted 
students will assist UH-Manoa in developing 
recruitment strategies for its target 
populations.

� To understand why students choose not to 
enroll at UH-Manoa and where they enroll 
instead.

Key Questions

� Why do admitted in-state students choose not to 
attend UH-Manoa?

� Where did these students enroll instead?
� What perceived attributes of UH-Manoa were 

influential in the decision to enroll?
� How do UH-Manoa�s financial aid awards affect 

students� decision to enroll?

Inquiry Overview
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Inquiry Overview
Presenting the Findings
� The survey received 212 completed responses from 1,180 invitations for a response rate of 18.0%. 

� To allow for greater accuracy, reported GPAs are from the pre-populated data provided by UH-Manoa
instead of students� self-reported survey responses. Students with GPAs of 3.64 or higher are identified 
as �High Skill�. 

� Race/Ethnicity segmentations were based on self-reported data, rather than the pre-populated data, 
and segmented by Native Hawaiian, Filipino, Asian American, White non-Hispanic, and all others.

� Enrollment status at UH-Manoa was defined by student responses to which college they have chosen 
or are most likely to attend.  

� Students were asked to rate the importance of various factors in their decision to attend a college
� Scale: 1= Not important at all, 7= Extremely Important

� Students were asked to rate their perceptions of quality of various aspects of UH-Manoa
� Scale: 1=Poor, 7= Excellent

� Students were asked to rate the influence the economy had in their decision to attend a college
� Scale: 1= Very minor influence, 7= Extremely strong influence
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Demographics

5

Inquiry Overview

Gender Enrolling 
N=167

Non-Enrolling 
N=43

Male 43.1% 41.9%
Female 56.9% 58.1%

Parents earned a 
two-year college degree

Enrolling 
N=167

Non-
Enrolling 

N=43
No, neither 57.1% 52.5%
Yes, one parent 23.6% 27.5%
Yes, both parents 6.2% 12.5%
Don't know 13.0% 7.5%

Parents earned a 
four-year college degree

Enrolling 
N=167

Non-
Enrolling 

N=43
No, neither 46.1% 25.6%
Yes, one parent 28.7% 14.0%
Yes, both parents 22.8% 60.5%
Don't know 2.4% 0.0%

Annual Household Income Enrolling 
N=167

Non-
Enrolling 

N=43
$49,999 or less 26.3% 15.0%
$50,000 to $89,999 22.5% 30.0%
$90,000 or more 19.4% 30.0%
Unknown 16.3% 10.0%
Prefer not to answer 15.6% 15.0%

High School GPA Enrolling 
N=167

Non-
Enrolling 

N=43
< 3.64 53.7% 35.7%
3.64+ 46.3% 64.3%

Race/Ethnicity Enrolling 
N=167

Non-
Enrolling 

N=43
Native Hawaiian 10.2% 7.0%
Filipino 21.6% 11.6%
Asian American 38.9% 51.2%
White, non-Hispanic 15.6% 20.9%
All others 13.8% 9.3%
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UH-Manoa Yields Native Hawaiian, Filipino and Other Minority Admitted 
Students at Higher Rates than Asian American or White Students

6

High School GPA N % 
Enrolling

% Non-
Enrolling

< 3.64 102 85.3% 14.7%
3.64+ 102 73.5% 26.5%

Ethnicity N % of Total 
N

% 
Enrolling

% Non-
Enrolling

Native Hawaiian 20 9.5% 85.0% 15.0%
Filipino 41 19.5% 87.8% 12.2%
Asian American 87 41.4% 74.7% 25.3%
White, non-Hispanic 35 16.7% 74.3% 25.7%
All others 27 12.9% 85.2% 14.8%

Executive Summary
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UH-Manoa Was the Top College Choice for the Majority of Students in 
Each Group, Except Asian Americans
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UH-Manoa is/was your: < 3.64 3.64 + Native 
Hawaiian Filipino Asian 

American White
First choice 54.9% 51.5% 65.0% 53.7% 46.5% 54.3%
Second choice 23.5% 15.8% 25.0% 26.8% 19.8% 22.9%
Third choice 14.7% 12.9% 5.0% 14.6% 15.1% 14.3%
Not one of my top three choices 6.9% 19.8% * 5.0% 4.9% 18.6% 8.6%

* Significantly higher percentage for this group, p < .05

Executive Summary
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Engineering Is a Strong Enrollment Driver for UH-Manoa Students; 
Non-Enrolling Students Are Most Likely to Pursue Medicine

8

Executive Summary

2.4%
3.6%

3.0%
4.7%

18.3%
1.8%

8.9%
6.5%

2.4%
8.9%

9.5%
5.3%

8.9%

2.4%
2.4%
2.4%

4.8%
4.8%
4.8%
4.8%

7.1%
7.1%

9.5%
9.5%

14.3%
23.8%

Humanities (e.g., philosophy, history)
Ocean and Earth Sciences

Quantitative sciences (e.g., math, computer science)
Education

Engineering
Language, Linguistics, and Literature (e.g., English, foreign)

Nursing and Dental Hygiene
Management and business

Other, please specify:
Visual and performing arts (e.g., music, dance, theater, film)

Not sure
Natural sciences (e.g., chemistry, biology, physics)

Medicine

Q: Which of the following areas are you pursuing or interested in pursuing as a major?
Non-Enrolling (N=43) Enrolling (N=167)

Nursing and Dental 
Hygiene majors are 

significantly more popular 
among Filipinos students 

(29.3%) compared to 
other groups

*p < .05
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Most Non-Enrolling Students Chose to Attend Mainland Institutions
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Which college are you most likely to attend in Fall 2009? Count
Academy of Art University 1
Brown University 1
California Polytechnic State University-San Luis Obispo 1
Carleton College 1
Chaminade University of Honolulu 3
Chapman University 1
Creighton University 4
Dickinson College 1
Gonzaga University 1
Hawaii Pacific University 2
Honolulu Community College 1
Humboldt State University 1
Lehigh University 1
Linfield College 1
Maui Community College 1
New York University 1
Northern Arizona University 1
Occidental College 1
Pacific University 1
Seattle University 2
Southern Oregon University 1
University of Alabama, The 1
University of California-Los Angeles 1
University of Hawaii at Hilo 1
University of Nevada-Reno 1
University of Portland 2
University of Washington-Seattle Campus 1
Washington State University 3
Westmont College 1
Windward Community College 1

Executive Summary



© Eduventures, Inc. 2009

-1.16

-0.43

-1.36

-0.29

-1.21

0.11

-1.19

0.02

-0.61

0.22

-0.62

0.14
0.45

0.8

-0.36

0.77
0.14

0.75 0.97 0.95

4.00

5.00

6.00

7.00

No
n-E

nro
llin

g

En
rol

lin
g

No
n-E

nro
llin

g

En
rol

lin
g

No
n-E

nro
llin

g

En
rol

lin
g

No
n-E

nro
llin

g

En
rol

lin
g

No
n-E

nro
llin

g

En
rol

lin
g

No
n-E

nro
llin

g

En
rol

lin
g

No
n-E

nro
llin

g

En
rol

lin
g

No
n-E

nro
llin

g

En
rol

lin
g

No
n-E

nro
llin

g

En
rol

lin
g

No
n-E

nro
llin

g

En
rol

lin
g

Availability of 
majors in my 

area of 
interest

Strength of 
program in my 

area of 
interest

Opportunities 
for internships 

and 
cooperative 
education 
programs

Job 
opportunities 

for recent 
graduates

Availability of 
career 

counseling
Overall 

reputation 
Opportunities 

for study 
abroad

Percentage of 
students going 

on to top 
graduate 
schools

Opportunities 
for 

undergraduate 
research

Availability of 
honors 

program

Importance Perceived Strength

Non-Enrolling Students Indicate that UH-Manoa Does Not Offer Strong 
Enough Academic Programs or Job/Internship Opportunities
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Executive Summary

*p < .05

Undergraduate 
research and 

honors programs 
are significantly 

more important to 
high-skill students.*

Study abroad and grad 
school preparation are 

significantly more 
important to both 

Filipino and high-skill 
students.*

Availability of majors, job opportunities and 
career counseling are significantly more 

important to Filipino students.*
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community on 

campus
Geographic 

location
Quality of 
residential 
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student body

Opportunity to 
be involved in 

campus 
events and 

organizations 

Availability of 
residential 
facilities

Racial and 
ethnic 

diversity of 
student body

Close to home

Importance Perceived Strength

Quality of Academic and Residential Facilities Are Important Environment 
Factors for Students, But Not Strong Features for UH-Manoa
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Executive Summary

Size and diversity of the 
student body and availability of 

residential facilities are 
significantly more important to 

Filipino students.*  

Quality and availability of 
residential facilities are 

significantly more important 
to high-skill students.*

Proximity to home 
is significantly 

more important to 
Native Hawaiian 

students. *
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All Students Expressed Concerns About the Availability of Financial 
Aid at UH-Manoa
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time on- and off-

campus 
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work-study

Availability of work-
study

Financial aid advising 
on student loans

Importance Perceived Strength

Executive Summary

Need-based and merit-
based financial aid are 

significantly more important 
to Filipino students.*

Loan advisement and 
work-study are significantly 

more important to both 
Native Hawaiian and 

Filipino students.** p < .05
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The Current Economic Climate Affected a Higher Proportion of Enrolling 
Students, Especially Those with High Academic Skill
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Executive Summary

75.7%

60.5%

Enrolling Non-Enrolling

Percent of respondents who 
indicated that the current 

economic situation had an 
influence on where they decided 

to attend 

Enrolling N=169
Non-Enrolling N=43

�Respondents who indicating that the economy had an influence on 
their decision to attend were asked to rate the level of influence on a 
1-7 scale, 1= Very minor influence, 7= Extremely strong influence.
-The economy had more influence on enrolling respondents (N=128) 

compared to non-enrolling respondents (N=26) with means of 5.88 
and 5.27 respectively.
�39.4% of enrolling respondents (N=165) and 26.2% of non-enrolling 
respondents (N=42) indicated that they would have chosen a different 
college if the current economic situation were more positive.

5.88

5.33

5.90 *

5.19

Enrolling Non-Enrolling Enrolling Non-Enrolling

<= 3.63 3.64+

Q: How much influence did the current 
economic situation have on your decision 

where to attend?

* Significantly higher mean for this group, p < .05
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The Majority of Enrolling Students� Families Have Less Than $10,000 
Available for College Each Year

14

27.4% 25.6%

16.1%

4.8% 4.2%

22.0%

11.6% 11.6%

18.6%
23.3%

9.3%

25.6%

Q: Please indicate the highest amount of money you think your family 
will be able to afford each year to send you to college:

Enrolling, N=168 Non-Enrolling, N=43

Executive Summary

UH-Manoa appears to have lower appeal among students whose families have more 
funds available for college. 

A significantly higher 
percentage of 

students with high 
school GPAs < 3.64 
(31%) come from 
families who are 
unable to spend 

more than $5,000 a 
year on college. 

*p < .05
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Approximately Three-Quarters of Enrolling Students Must Borrow 
Money in Order to Attend UH-Manoa

15

27.4%

14.0%
17.2%

13.4% 12.7%
15.3%

None $2,000 or less $2,001-$4,000 $4,001-$6,000 $6,001-$8,000 More than $8,000

Q: For this academic year at UH-Manoa, how much must you borrow to pay for 
your educational expenses (tuition, fees, books, room and board)?

Executive Summary

Respondents who indicated that they would most 
likely attend UH-Manoa in Fall 2009

N=157

89% of Filipino (31 of 35 students) and 
94% of Native Hawaiian (16 of 17 students) 

enrolling students will need loans for college.
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Non-Enrolling Students on Average Were Offered More Grants and 
Scholarships from Their Colleges of Choice   

16

16.6%
20.9%

Enrolling Non-Enrolling

Percent of respondents whose family set a 
definite limit on the amount they are willing 

to pay to send them to college.

Mean Limit=$18,167
(N=9)

51.5%

81.0%

Enrolling Non-Enrolling

Q: Have you been offered any grants and 
scholarships (i.e., money that you don't 

have to repay) by [college choice]?

Mean Award Offer=$7,675
(N=86)

Mean Limit=$6,913
(N=28)

Mean Award Offer=$25,394
(N=34)

Enrolling N=169
Non-Enrolling N=43

Enrolling N=167
Non-Enrolling N=42

When asked to rate on a 1-7 scale how important offers of grants and scholarships 
are/were to their decision to attend, non-enrolling respondents (N=41) indicated that 
these offers were more important than enrolling respondents (N=146)

-Non-Enrolling mean rating = 6.22
-Enrolling mean rating = 5.90

Executive Summary

Families of high skill students 
set a higher mean limit* 

($14,107 compared to $4,885).

High skill students were more likely to receive award 
offers* (74% compared to 42%), and at a higher mean 

amount* ($14,046 compared to $11,239). 
* p < .05

90% of non-enrolling high skill 
students (23 out of 26 

students) would consider 
attending UH-Manoa if offered 

an award
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UH-Manoa Might Yield Up to 20% of Current Non-Enrolling Students with 
Awards of $8,000 or Less

17

Executive Summary

10.8%
8.1%

32.4%

8.1%

40.5%

Less than $4,000 $4,000 to $7,999 $8,000 to $11,999 $12,000 to $15,999 $16,000 or more

Q: How much in grants and scholarships would UH-Manoa have to offer?
Non-enrolling respondents  who indicated that they might 

consider or would definitely attend UH-Manoa with an award
N=37
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50.4% *
30.4%

50.4% *
35.2%

63.2% *
20.8%
21.6%

25.6%
71.2% *

57.6% *
44.0%

52.0%
17.6%

15.4%
15.4%

19.2%
23.1%

26.9%
26.9%

30.8%
30.8%

34.6%
34.6%

50.0%
53.8%

57.7% *

I chose a public college instead of a private college

I chose a college that allows me the flexibility of working part-time during 
the academic year 

I chose a college that will allow me to live at home 

I chose a college that my family and I can afford without using student 
loans 

I chose a low-cost college
I chose a college with a strong work-study program 

I chose the college that offered me the most financial aid, instead of my 
first choice 

I chose a college with the intention of transferring later 
I chose a college closer to my home, due to travel costs 

I chose a college my parents said they could afford 
I chose a college that will prepare me for a career 

I chose a college where I will be able to complete a degree in 4 years 

I chose a college because it offered me an amount of scholarships that 
made it affordable 

Q: What kind of influence did the economy have on your decision where to attend? 
Non-Enrolling, N=26 Enrolling, N=128

Non-Enrolling Students Chose Colleges Based on Grants, Time to Degree 
and Career Preparation; Enrolling Students Tried to Contain Costs

18

Executive Summary

The economy was a key influencer for both non-enrolling and enrolling students, although 
they responded in differing manners.  

* Significantly higher percentage for this group, p < .05
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The Timing  of UH-Manoa�s Admission Decision Does Not Strongly 
Impact Students� Enrollment Decisions

19

% Count

No, I wouldn't have attended UH-Manoa no matter what 29.3% 12
I might have considered UH-Manoa more strongly, but 
still would've attended somewhere else 58.5% 24
I definitely would have considered UH-Manoa more 
strongly, but I couldn't wait any longer 7.3% 3

Yes, I definitely would have chosen to attend UH-Manoa 4.9% 2

Q: If you could have received UH-Manoa's admission decision earlier, would you 
have considered UH-Manoa more strongly in your decision where to attend? 

(Non-enrolling students only)

*p < .05

Executive Summary
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The Preference to Attend a Mainland Institution Was Key in Students� 
Decisions Not to Attend UH-Manoa

20

�My choice to enroll at Northern Arizona 
University had a lot to do with the fact 
that I really wished to go away for 
college. Money did play a very huge 
factor in my decision and my family and 
I were definitely offered much more 
scholarship money as well as being 
under the WUE program in order to 
attend the college.  In looking at both 
choices, NAU proved to be around the 
same price or possibly even cheaper.  If 
I, or other students, were to be offered 
more scholarship money or grants, I 
would think many students would 
probably consider UH more strongly.  
However, going away to the mainland 
was my primary choice, so UH was not 
one of my top 3.�

�UH-Manoa could have offered a 
better academic scholarship package. 
However, the main reason I will not 
be attending UH is that I wanted to 
experience "mainland" life.�

�The cost of tuition, books, classes, etc 
all played a major factor in deciding 
which college to attend. considering 
the economy now and being that I'm 
not getting paid enough to cover 4 
classes plus the cost of books, etc, a 
community college is more in my price 
range. Maybe if the cost of everything 
wasn't so expensive and if the class 
sizes were smaller I would've 
considered attending UH Manoa.�

�UH-Manoa was a fall back school if I 
couldn't afford anywhere else.  It is a 
great school but it is in my home state 
and it is very important for me that at 
least in my first year I go somewhere 
on the mainland.  That was the main 
reason why I did not choose to attend 
at UH-Manoa.�

Executive Summary

Q: What could UH-Manoa have done to make you choose to enroll at 
UH-Manoa instead of [college choice]? (Non-Enrolling Students only)
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Students Who Chose to Enroll at UH-Manoa Often Cited the Affordability 
of Its Tuition

21

�I chose UH-Manoa due to the 
financial problems my family has. 
However, I believe UH can provide 
one of the top educations in for my 
major. Although I could not afford 
to attend my first choice of 
college, I still feel I shall receive a 
superb education.�

�Because it is in Honolulu, a 
metropolis,  the student population 
is also large,  I can experience 
dorm life, come home easily on 
weekends, study abroad when I am 
a junior, work on campus, it has a 
wide variety of majors and I love 
the beach!�

�It was the most affordable college that 
welcomed me to their campus.  It offered 
enough grants and scholarships to allow 
me to attend paying around 1000-1500, 
which include books and supplies.  I 
really wanted to attend the University of 
Washington, but the tuition was too 
expensive and I didn't get any 
scholarships from them.  If I had, I don't 
think I would have attended the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa in the fall 
of this year.�

�UH-Manoa was a college that gave 
me the best financial package out of 
the rest. It was so helpful for me since 
my mother is a single parent. Not only 
that, but the location also. I wanted to 
be away from home and UH is very far 
from home living all the way down on 
the North Shore Waialua. However, at 
the same time it was close to home, to 
a point where I don't have to feel 
uncomfortable. The most important 
reason was having a great nursing 
program.�

�Because the current economic 
situation made it difficult for me to 
attend a university on the mainland. 
High tuition costs, travel costs, and 
housing made it hard for my family to 
send me to the university that I wanted 
to attend. Therefore, my family and I 
have chose the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa because of its low tuition.�

Executive Summary

Q: Why did you choose to attend UH-Manoa? (Enrolling students only)
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� Capitalize on UH-Manoa�s existing academic strengths and expand recruitment 
efforts to target and attract high skill and/or minority students who are 
interested in study abroad and honors programs. 

� Assess current recruitment materials to assure that target student segments 
receive powerful and consistent messages regarding UH-Manoa�s academic 
programs, internship opportunities and alumni job placement.

� Evaluate the current state of academic and residential facilities on campus to 
identify needs and develop a strategic plan for capital improvements that 
includes both short-term and long-term goals. 

� Explore avenues and possibilities for determining and delivering financial aid 
awards to prospective students earlier in their college decision cycle. This is 
especially crucial for strengthening yield among students with high academic 
ability, and further intensified by the current economic climate. 

22

Recommendations
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Non-Enrolling Students Hold Particularly Low Views of UH-Manoa�s
Ability to Prepare Them for Life After Graduation

23

Rank ordered by importance to 
non-enrolling students Importance Perceived 

Strength
Availability of majors in my area of interest Non-Enrolling 6.16 5.00

Enrolling 6.34 5.91*
Strength of program in my area of interest Non-Enrolling 6.02 4.66

Enrolling 6.01 5.72*
Opportunities for internships and 
cooperative education programs

Non-Enrolling 5.51 4.30
Enrolling 5.50 5.61*

Job opportunities for recent graduates Non-Enrolling 5.33 4.14
Enrolling 5.64 5.66*

Availability of career counseling Non-Enrolling 5.16 4.55
Enrolling 5.43 5.65*

Overall reputation Non-Enrolling 5.09 4.47
Enrolling 5.35 5.49*

Opportunities for study abroad Non-Enrolling 4.74 5.19
Enrolling 4.83 5.63

Percentage of students going on to top 
graduate schools

Non-Enrolling 4.65 4.29
Enrolling 4.41 5.18*

Opportunities for undergraduate research Non-Enrolling 4.63 4.77
Enrolling 4.53 5.28

Availability of honors program Non-Enrolling 4.16 5.13
Enrolling 4.27 5.22

Academic Program and Career Preparation

Q: Please rate how important the following academic and career preparation factors were to you when 
deciding which college to attend.

Q: Please rate these particular aspects of the academic program and career preparation at UH- Manoa.

* Significantly higher mean for this group, p < .05
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area of 
interest  
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opportunities 

for recent 
graduates

Opportunities 
for internships 

and 
cooperative 
education 
programs

Overall 
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Availability of 
career 

counseling 
Percentage of 
students going 

on to top 
graduate 
schools *

Opportunities 
for study 
abroad  *

Opportunities 
for 

undergraduate 
research *

Availability of 
honors 

program *

Importance Perceived Strength

Availability and Strength of Majors Are the Most Important Factors to 
Students Across Academic Skill Levels

24

Academic Program and Career Preparation

Students across academic skill levels share similar views of UH-Manoa�s academic 
and career preparation quality. With the exception of its majors, UH-M�s other 

academic features exceed students� expectations.

* p < .05

Study abroad, undergraduate research, graduate 
school preparation and honors programs are 

significantly more important to high-skill students.
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All Academic and Career Factors Are More Important to High Skill 
Students (H.S. GPA = 3.64+), Particularly Special Academic Offerings
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Rank ordered by importance to 
non-enrolling students  Importance Perceived 

Strength
Availability of majors in my area of interest < 3.64 6.26 5.87

3.64+ 6.37 5.53
Strength of program in my area of interest < 3.64 5.96 5.63

3.64+ 6.09 5.33
Opportunities for internships and 
cooperative education programs

< 3.64 5.31 5.36
3.64+ 5.70 5.38

Job opportunities for recent graduates < 3.64 5.51 5.45
3.64+ 5.65 5.27

Availability of career counseling < 3.64 5.34 5.50
3.64+ 5.39 5.41

Overall reputation < 3.64 5.24 5.40
3.64+ 5.36 5.14

Opportunities for study abroad < 3.64 4.45 5.48
3.64+ 5.22* 5.61

Percentage of students going on to top 
graduate schools

< 3.64 4.22 5.04
3.64+ 4.73* 4.91

Opportunities for undergraduate research < 3.64 4.28 5.02
3.64+ 4.77* 5.25

Availability of honors program < 3.64 3.98 5.10
3.64+ 4.52* 5.30

Academic Program and Career Preparation

Q: Please rate how important the following academic and career preparation factors were to you when 
deciding which college to attend.

Q: Please rate these particular aspects of the academic program and career preparation at UH- Manoa.

* Significantly higher mean for this group, p < .05
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Availability 
of desired 
majors *

Strength of 
desired 
program

Internships 
and co-op 
education 
programs

Jobs for 
recent 

graduates 
*

Career 
counseling 

*
Overall 

reputation
Study 

abroad *
Admission 

to top 
graduate 
schools *

Undergrad 
research 

Honors 
program

Native Hawaiian 6.30 5.95 5.40 5.45 5.65 5.35 4.65 4.60 4.35 4.05
Filipino 6.68 6.23 5.95 6.28 5.95 5.59 5.56 5.30 5.08 4.48
Asian American 6.13 5.98 5.54 5.52 5.31 5.26 4.82 4.39 4.41 4.11
White, non-Hispanic 6.31 5.86 5.06 5.06 4.97 4.97 4.14 3.63 4.17 4.20

3.00

4.00

5.00

6.00

7.00

All Academic and Career Factors Are More Important to Filipino Students 
Than Other Groups, Especially Compared to White Students

26

Academic Program and Career Preparation

* p < .05

Q: Please rate how important the following academic and career preparation factors were to you when 
deciding which college to attend.

Native Hawaiian students focus most on academic majors and career counseling in 
their college enrollment decisions. 
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Native Hawaiian Students Generally View UH-Manoa�s Academic and 
Career Preparation Features Most Favorably, Relative to Other Students
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Rank ordered by importance to 
non-enrolling students 

Native 
Hawaiian Filipino Asian 

American
White non-
Hispanic Other

Availability of majors in my area of interest 6.1 5.9 5.5 5.6 5.9
Strength of program in my area of interest 5.8 5.6 5.4 5.3 5.6
Opportunities for internships and 
cooperative education programs 5.6 5.3 5.3 5.5 5.3
Job opportunities for recent graduates 6.1 5.6 5.2 5.5 5.1
Availability of career counseling 6.1 5.7 5.3 5.5 5.4
Overall reputation 5.6 5.6 5.0 5.3 5.6
Opportunities for study abroad 5.5 5.5 5.6 5.4 5.6
Percentage of students going on to top 
graduate schools 5.2 5.0 4.8 5.2 5.2
Opportunities for undergraduate research 5.4 5.3 5.1 5.2 5.0
Availability of honors program 5.5 5.0 5.2 5.3 5.2

Academic Program and Career Preparation

Perceptions of UH-Manoa�s academic and career quality do not vary significantly 
across student race/ethnicity groups, however. 

Q: Please rate these particular aspects of the academic program and career preparation at UH- Manoa.
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Quality of UH-Manoa�s Residential Facilities Garner the Lowest Ratings 
From Both Enrolling and Non-Enrolling Students
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In order of importance to non-enrolling students Importance Perceived 
Strength

Academic facilities * Non-Enrolling 5.67 4.38
Enrolling 5.82 5.38 *

Sense of community on campus * Non-Enrolling 5.42 4.62
Enrolling 5.34 5.65 *

Geographic location * Non-Enrolling 5.33 5.53
Enrolling 5.69 6.07 *

Quality of residential facilities * Non-Enrolling 5.28 3.84
Enrolling 5.28 4.75 *

Size of student body * Non-Enrolling 5.26 4.28
Enrolling 4.76 5.28 *

Opportunity to be involved in campus 
events and organizations *

Non-Enrolling 5.19 4.88
Enrolling 4.91 5.69 *

Availability of residential facilities * Non-Enrolling 5.12 4.46
Enrolling 5.09 5.31 *

Racial and ethnic diversity of student 
body

Non-Enrolling 4.63 6.07
Enrolling 4.98 6.04

Close to home Non-Enrolling 3.67 5.73
Enrolling 5.01* 5.99

* Significantly higher mean for this group, p < .05

Social and Physical Environment

Q: Please rate how important the following social and physical environmental factors were to you 
when deciding which college to attend.

Q: Please rate these particular aspects of the social and physical environment at UH-Manoa.
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Quality of Academic Facilities and Residential Facilities Are the Top Two 
Enrollment Drivers Among High Skill Students
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Social and Physical Environment

* p < .05

Q: Please rate how important the following social and physical environmental factors were to you 
when deciding which college to attend.

Rank ordered by importance to 
non-enrolling students  Importance Perceived 

Strength
Academic facilities < 3.64 5.65 5.17

3.64+ 5.96 5.08
Sense of community on campus < 3.64 5.29 5.45

3.64+ 5.40 5.36
Geographic location < 3.64 5.74 6.01

3.64+ 5.45 5.84
Quality of residential facilities < 3.64 5.06 4.55

3.64+ 5.51* 4.49
Size of student body < 3.64 4.72 5.00

3.64+ 4.95 5.03
Opportunity to be involved in campus events 
and organizations

< 3.64 4.77 5.49
3.64+ 5.21 5.51

Availability of residential facilities < 3.64 4.81 5.23
3.64+ 5.36* 5.00

Racial and ethnic diversity of student body < 3.64 4.73 6.11
3.64+ 5.09 6.01

Close to home < 3.64 4.65 6.06
3.64+ 4.77 5.80

* Significantly higher mean for this group, p < .05

Perceptions of UH-Manoa�s social and physical environment do not vary significantly 
across student academic skill groups. 
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Filipino Students Care More than Others About All Aspects of the Social 
and Physical Environment Except Location and Proximity to Home
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Social and Physical Environment

* p < .05

Q Please rate how important the following social and physical environmental factors were to you when 
deciding which college to attend.

Geographic location is the most important aspect of the college environment for 
Native Hawaiian students during their college decision process. 

Academic 
facilities 

Sense of 
community 
on campus 

Geographic 
location 

Quality of 
residential 
facilities 

Size of 
student body 

*

Opportunity 
to be 

involved in 
campus 

events and 
organizations

Availability of 
residential 
facilities *

Racial and 
ethnic 

diversity of 
student body 

*

Close to 
home *

Native Hawaiian 5.63 5.40 6.20 5.53 4.90 4.80 5.26 5.20 5.55
Filipino 6.15 5.80 5.83 5.88 5.45 5.28 5.70 5.87 4.88
Asian American 5.65 5.15 5.48 5.05 4.77 4.96 4.76 4.85 4.69
White, non-Hispanic 6.00 5.43 5.74 5.23 4.97 4.94 5.20 4.23 4.83

4.00

5.00

6.00

7.00
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Students Across Race/Ethnicity Groups Share Similar Views About Most 
Aspects of UH-Manoa�s Social and Physical Environment
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Rank ordered by importance to 
non-enrolling students 

Native 
Hawaiian Filipino Asian 

American
White non-
Hispanic Other

Academic facilities 5.50 5.43 4.76 5.42 5.40
Sense of community on campus 5.82 5.93* 4.88 5.63 5.70
Geographic location 6.63 5.79 5.70 6.28 5.87
Quality of residential facilities 4.94 4.92 4.16 4.41 4.94
Size of student body 5.35 5.39 4.70 5.30 5.10
Opportunity to be involved in campus events 
and organizations 6.20 5.61 5.19 5.63 5.68
Availability of residential facilities 5.44 5.36 4.94 5.10 5.11
Racial and ethnic diversity of student body 6.00 6.27 5.92 6.10 6.18
Close to home 6.39 5.76 5.89 6.22 5.63

Social and Physical Environment

Q: Please rate these particular aspects of the social and physical environment at UH-Manoa.

* Significantly higher mean for this group, p < .05

Asian American students hold the lowest opinions of UH-Manoa�s social and physical 
environment relative to other groups. 
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Educational Return on Investment Is the Top Affordability Concern 
Among Non-Enrolling Students
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Rank ordered by importance to 
non-enrolling students Importance Perceived 

Strength
Value of education for the price of tuition Non-Enrolling 6.35 5.16

Enrolling 6.29 5.73*
Overall cost of attendance Non-Enrolling 6.07 5.93

Enrolling 6.41 5.86
Availability of financial aid that is based on 
your financial needs

Non-Enrolling 5.95 4.78
Enrolling 6.03 5.31

Availability of financial aid that is based on 
your academic abilities or special talents

Non-Enrolling 5.81 4.72
Enrolling 5.91 4.98

Opportunities for part-time on- and off-
campus employment, excluding work-study

Non-Enrolling 5.48 5.29
Enrolling 5.74 5.51

Availability of work-study Non-Enrolling 5.44 5.21
Enrolling 5.48 5.30

Financial aid advising on student loans Non-Enrolling 5.09 4.78
Enrolling 5.35 5.02

Affordability Factors

* Significantly higher mean for this group, p < .05

Q: Please rate how important the following affordability factors were to you when deciding which 
college to attend.

Q: Please rate these particular aspects of the affordability of UH-Manoa.

Merit-based financial aid is UH-Manoa�s weakest affordability factor overall. 
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Students Across Skill Groups Share Similar Views On the Importance of 
Affordability Factors and the Strength of Those Factors at UH-Manoa
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Affordability Factors

* p < .05

Rank ordered by importance to 
non-enrolling students  Importance Perceived 

Strength
Value of education for the price of tuition < 3.64 6.30 5.69

3.64+ 6.32 5.51
Overall cost of attendance < 3.64 6.20 5.76

3.64+ 6.48 6.00
Availability of financial aid that is based on your 
financial needs

< 3.64 5.97 5.27
3.64+ 6.10 5.13

Availability of financial aid that is based on your 
academic abilities or special talents

< 3.64 5.72 5.03
3.64+ 6.06 4.78

Opportunities for part-time on- and off-campus 
employment, excluding work-study

< 3.64 5.67 5.53
3.64+ 5.67 5.34

Availability of work-study < 3.64 5.59 5.38
3.64+ 5.30 5.09

Financial aid advising on student loans < 3.64 5.38 5.05
3.64+ 5.14 4.88

Q: Please rate how important the following affordability factors were to you when deciding which 
college to attend.

Q: Please rate these particular aspects of the affordability of UH-Manoa.
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Filipinos and Native Hawaiians Assign Greater Importance to Need-Based 
Aid, Work Opportunities and Loan Advisement than Other Students
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Affordability Factors 

* p < .05

Q Please rate how important the following affordability factors were to you when deciding which 
college to attend.

Value of 
education for 
the price of 

tuition 
Overall cost 

of attendance 

Availability of 
financial aid 
that is based 

on your 
financial 
needs *

Availability of 
financial aid 
that is based 

on your 
academic 
abilities or 

special 
talents *

Opportunities 
for part-time 
on- and off-

campus 
employment, 

excluding 
work-study 

Availability of 
work-study 

(i.e., employ
ment on 
campus 
based on 

your financial 
need) *

Financial aid 
advising on 

student loans 
*

Native Hawaiian 6.50 6.50 6.45 5.95 6.32 6.26 6.20
Filipino 6.51 6.66 6.49 6.34 6.00 5.80 5.98
Asian American 6.23 6.39 6.20 6.02 5.66 5.45 5.13
White, non-Hispanic 6.31 6.17 5.26 5.54 5.26 4.66 4.69

4.00

5.00

6.00

7.00

Perceptions of UH-Manoa�s affordability factors do not vary significantly across 
student race/ethnicity groups, however. 
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High Skill Students (H.S. GPA = 3.64+) Benefit from Greater Family 
Resources and Larger Financial Awards from Their Colleges of Choice
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15.7%

18.6%

<= 3.63 3.64+

Has your family set a definite limit on the amount 
they are willing to pay to send you to college?

Mean Limit=$4,885
(N=16)

Mean Limit=$14,107 *
(N=19)

41.6%

74.0% *

<= 3.63 3.64+

Have you been offered any grants and 
scholarships (i.e., money that you don't have to 

repay) by [college choice]?

Mean Award 
Offer=$11,239

(N=42)

Mean Award 
Offer=$14,046 *

(N=74)

Affordability Factors

* Significantly higher mean for this group, p < .05
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Roughly 90% of Native Hawaiian and Filipino Enrolling Students Will 
Need Loans to Attend UH-Manoa
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How much must you 
borrow to pay for 

expenses?
< 3.64 3.64+ Native 

Hawaiian Filipino Asian 
American

White, 
non-

Hispanic
All others

None 19 21 1 4 20 10 8
$2,000 or less 12 10 2 8 8 3 1
$2,001-$4,000 14 12 1 6 13 3 3
$4,001-$6,000 12 9 5 5 7 2 2
$6,001-$8,000 12 6 5 6 4 3 2
More than $8,000 13 10 3 6 5 3 7

Respondents who indicated that they would most 
likely attend UH-Manoa in Fall 2009

N=157

*p < .05

Affordability Factors
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Non-Enrolling Students Tended to Choose Colleges that Offered Larger 
Awards; Low Travel Cost Was a Key Factor for Enrolling Students
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Rank ordered by frequency rate among non-enrolling students  Enrolling Non-
Enrolling

I chose a college because it offered me an amount of scholarships that made it 
affordable 17.6% 57.7% *
I chose a college where I will be able to complete a degree in 4 years 52.0% 53.8%
I chose a college that will prepare me for a career 44.0% 50.0%
I chose a college closer to my home, due to travel costs 71.2% * 34.6%
I chose a college my parents said they could afford 57.6% * 34.6%
I chose the college that offered me the most financial aid, instead of my first choice 25.6% 30.8%
I chose a college with the intention of transferring later 21.6% 30.8%
I chose a low-cost college 63.2% * 26.9%
I chose a college with a strong work-study program 20.8% 26.9%
I chose a college that my family and I can afford without using student loans 35.2% 23.1%
I chose a college that will allow me to live at home 50.4% * 19.2%
I chose a public college instead of a private college 50.4% * 15.4%
I chose a college that allows me the flexibility of working part-time during the 
academic year 30.4% 15.4%
I chose a college that allows me the flexibility of working full-time during the 
academic year 8.8% 11.5%
I chose a college where I could attend part-time 8.0% 7.7%
I chose a college that will accept credits from a community college 13.6% 3.8%

Economic Impact

Q: What kind of influence did the economy have on your decision where to attend? Please select all that apply.

* Significantly higher percentage for this group, p < .05
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The Majority of Both Skills Levels Who Were Impacted by the Economy 
Chose Colleges Based Upon Cost Containment and Timely Graduation
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Rank ordered by frequency rate among high skill students  < 3.64 3.64+
I chose a college closer to my home, due to travel costs 60% 67%
I chose a college my parents said they could afford 44% 64% *
I chose a low-cost college 52% 62%
I chose a college where I will be able to complete a degree in 4 years 53% 52%
I chose a college that will prepare me for a career 41% 51%
I chose a public college instead of a private college 43% 48%
I chose a college that will allow me to live at home 45% 44%
I chose a college that my family and I can afford without using student loans 32% 37%
I chose a college because it offered me an amount of scholarships that made it 
affordable 18% 32%
I chose a college with a strong work-study program 15% 29% *
I chose the college that offered me the most financial aid, instead of my first choice 21% 26%
I chose a college that allows me the flexibility of working part-time during the 
academic year 32% 25%
I chose a college with the intention of transferring later 30% 23%

Economic Impact

Q: What kind of influence did the economy have on your decision where to attend? Please select all that apply.
(Responses with 25%+ frequency rate in one or more groups)

* Significantly higher percentage for this group, p < .05
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Roughly 75% of Native Hawaiian and Filipino Students Impacted by the 
Current Economy Chose Low-Cost Colleges
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Rank ordered by frequency rate among Native 
Hawaiian students

Native 
Hawaiian Filipino Asian 

American White
I chose a low-cost college 77% 74% 62% 52%
I chose a college that will prepare me for a career 62% 68% 56% 32%
I chose a public college instead of a private college 62% 61% 48% 24%
I chose a college that will allow me to live at home 62% 58% 43% 32%
I chose a college where I will be able to complete a 
degree in 4 years 46% 58% 67% 40%
I chose a college that my family and I can afford without 
using student loans 46% 45% 46% 40%
I chose a college closer to my home, due to travel costs 39% 55% 64% 44%
I chose the college that offered me the most financial aid, 
instead of my first choice 31% 26% 28% 12%
I chose a college that allows me the flexibility of working 
part-time during the academic year 31% 36% 30% 16%
I chose a college my parents said they could afford 23% 26% 21% 16%
I chose a college because it offered me an amount of 
scholarships that made it affordable 23% 32% 38% * 32%
I chose a college with a strong work-study program 23% 16% 38% 4%
I chose a college with the intention of transferring later 23% 29% 30% 24%

Economic Impact

Q: What kind of influence did the economy have on your decision where to attend? Please select all that apply.
(Responses with 25%+ frequency rate in one or more groups)

* Significantly higher percentage for this group, p < .05


