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  Employed Students and Academic Involvement and Satisfaction 
 at the University of Hawai)i at M~noa*

C Although a significant percentage of undergraduate students at the University of Hawai)i at M~noa
(UHM) work compared to students at comparable research institutions nationally, that percentage has
declined from 81 percent to 74 percent from Spring 1990 to Spring 1996.  In 1984, 73 percent of UHM
undergraduate students worked, a similar percentage to students in 1996.

C UHM students spend more hours working and fewer hours studying per week than their national
counterparts. About 41 percent of M~noa students and 20 percent of students nationally work 20 or
more hours a week; approximately 63 percent of UHM students and 73 percent nationally study 30 or
more hours a week.  As to grades, 70 percent of UHM students and 70 percent nationally report earning
grades of B or better.

C Both UHM and students nationally report reading the same number of assigned and non-assigned books
for the current school year, about 5-10 text books or assigned books and fewer than 5 non-assigned
books. In regard to report writing, UHM students report writing fewer than 5 essay exams in their
courses and between 5-10 term papers or other written reports per current school year compared to 5-10
essay exams and 5-10 term papers nationally.  At UHM, there are no differences between employed and
unemployed students and the number of books read or papers written, except employed UHM students
report writing fewer than 5 essay exams compared to 5-10 essay exams of unemployed students.

C There is no significant difference between UHM employed and unemployed students and their
satisfaction with college life.  However, students employed in jobs related to their major field or career
interest are significantly more satisfied with college than students employed in areas not related to their
academic or occupational interests.  Older employed students are far more apt to like or be enthusiastic
about college than employed students younger than 25 years of age.
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C Students employed on-campus are significantly more satisfied with their college experiences than
students employed off-campus.  Students employed on-campus in both career related and non-career
related jobs are more satisfied with campus life than students employed off-campus.  Traditional college
age students employed on-campus are  more satisfied with campus life than traditional college-age
students employed off-campus.  Adult students 25 years old and older, however,  are highly and equally
satisfied with campus life regardless of whether they are employed on- or off-campus.

C UHM students employed in jobs related to their academic or career interests report interacting with
faculty more often and are more involved in course learning activities than students who are not
employed or are employed in jobs unrelated to their educational or occupational interests.

Student-Faculty
Interaction

Percent Often and Very Often

Not
Employed

Emp
Unrelated
to Acad
Interests

Emp
Related to
Academic
Interests

Talked with a faculty member 40% 43% 54%

Discussed ideas for a term paper or class project with
faculty

18 18 25

Discussed career plans and ambitions with faculty 10 9 21

Asked instructor for comments/criticisms about your work 19 15 27

Course Learning

Participated in class discussions 47% 55% 65%

Tried to see how different facts and ideas fit together 61 61 69

Thought about practical applications of the material 59 56 70

Worked on a paper or project requiring the integration of
ideas from various sources

64 58 69

C Only 36 percent of employed UHM students work in jobs related to their major field.  Since three-
fourths of UHM undergraduates are employed, it is important to optimize their educational experiences
by encouraging them to seek and secure jobs related to their academic or occupational interests, such as
those made possible by cooperative education, internships and traineeships.

* Source of data: 1996 College Student Experiences Questionnaire (CSEQ), a random sample stratified proportionately by class of  
  2,402 spring 1996 classified undergraduates with a return rate of 42 percent.  Also 1984, 1990 and 1993 CSEQ.


