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Reasons Hawai!i and Mainland First-Time Freshmen
Select the University of Hawai!i at M~noa

During fall 2007, first-time entering freshmen from Hawai)i and the continental U.S. were asked why they
chose to attend the University of Hawai)i at M~noa.  Table 1 shows the following:

• The cost of attendance and the offering of financial assistance were major reasons for both
groups. However, the cost of attendance was far more important to Hawai)i (69 percent) than
mainland (45 percent) respondents.  Further, 27 percent of Hawaii respondents disclosed that
they picked M~noa because they could not afford their first-choice institution.

• For nearly one-half of Hawai)i respondents, living close to home influenced their college selection. 

• For nearly one-third of mainland respondents a campus visit played a significant role in their
choice of college. 

• For both groups the academic reputation of UHM was of equal influence on their decision to come
to UH-M~noa.

• Parents were more influential on Hawai)i (26 percent) than mainland (15 percent) respondents,
and M~noa’s reputation for social activities was more influential on  mainland (19 percent) than
Hawai)i (13 percent) respondents.

Table 1
Reasons for Attending UH-M~noa

Hawaii Mainland

% Reasons % Reasons

69 Cost of attendance 45 Offered financial assistance

47 Live near home 44 Cost of attendance

44 Offered financial assistance 30 A visit to the campus

30 Good academic reputation 28 Good academic reputation

27 Could not afford first choice 27 Size of campus

26 Parents wanted me to come here 19 Good reputation for social activities

25 UHM’s graduates get good jobs 16 UHM’s graduates get good jobs

16 UHM’s graduates gain admission to top
graduate/professional schools

16 Information from a website
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Figure 1 graphically compares Hawai)i and mainland respondents on their reasons for selecting UH-M~noa. 
Statistically significant differences were found between groups on the following reasons:

• Cost of attendance 
• Live near home
• Could not afford first choice
• Parents wanted me to come here
• UHM’s graduates get good jobs
• Size of college
• A visit to campus
• Information from a website
 

Figure 1
Reasons for Attending UH-M~noa

Source: 2007 Cooperative Institutional Research Program (CIRP) web survey of first-time classified freshmen with a response rate of
428 or 24 percent and margin of error of +/- 4.8 percent.


