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Preface

The New Student Survey (NSS) has been administered by the Office of the Vice President
for Student Affairs to first-time freshmen and transfer students at the University of Hawai)i at
Manoa for the past three years. This year, however, marks the first time that Filipino and
Hawai’ian transfer student data, derived from these past surveys, have been analyzed
separately and reported.

This report summarizes the characteristics, needs and experiences of three groups of
transfer students:  Filipino, Hawai’ian and Other. All transfer students are from the UH
community colleges. This report also summarizes the comparisons among these three
groups.

The report is divided into five sections: 1) Summary Comparisons, 2) Filipino Transfer
Students, 3) Hawai’ian Transfer Students, 4) Other Transfer Students and 5) Data Tables.

It is hoped that this report will provide a better understanding of Filipino, Hawai’ian and
Other transfer students and will lead to improved educational practices for all transfer
students.

Those interested in viewing this report on the web may go to  http://www.Hawai’i.edu/osa/
and click on Student Assessment Reports. 

This publication was made possible by a grant from the University of Hawai)i President’s
Diversity and Equity Initiative. Acknowledgment also goes to Rosemary Casey, Leslie
Opulauoho and New Student Orientation student leaders, Louise Miura, Jo Ann Yoshida,
Roy Suda, Aaron Young, Jason Chao and Teague Jim for their valuable assistance on the
project.

Special thanks go to Dr. Joan Y. Harms, Principal Investigator in this study and Faculty
Specialist in Research and Assessment and Co-Principal Investigators Stella Ho-McGinnes,
Dean of Student Services at Leeward Community College and Alvin Tagomori, Dean of
Student Services at Maui Community College. Comments, questions and suggestions for
current and future research may be directed to Dr. Harms at 956-9409, or
jharms@Hawai’i.edu.

Doris Ching
Vice President for Student Affairs
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Introduction

This report highlights the characteristics, educational goals, expectations, and perceptions
of first-year transfer students. The study includes only Filipino, Hawai’ian and Other
classified students who transferred from the University of Hawai`i Community Colleges
(UHCC) to the University of Hawai’i  at Manoa (UHM) in 1998, 1999 and 2000.

The goal of this study is to promote diversity by fostering a better understanding of Filipino
and Hawai’ian transfer students. The objective is to assist university and college personnel
in making informed decisions and in improving programs and services affecting the
educational experiences of all transfer students.  

UHCC transfer students were administered the New Student Survey each year between
mid-July and mid-August during the New Student Orientation sessions. Surveys were also
mailed to students not attending the orientation followed by two postcard reminders to return
the survey. Completed surveys were scanned by UHM Information Technology Services.
Results were analyzed by the student affairs researcher using the Statistical Packages for
the Social Sciences.

In 1998, of 686 surveys administered to UHCC transfer students, 326 were completed for a
return rate of 48 percent.  In 1999, of 709 surveys administered, 229 were completed for a
return rate of 32 percent.  In 2000, of 618 surveys administered, 262 were completed for a
return rate of 42 percent. The results were representative of the population in ethnicity.  In
age, respondents were slightly younger than the UHCC population in general.

Because Filipino and Hawai’ian transfer respondents represent a small number compared to
the Other group (which is composed of all other ethnic groups), the results for 1998, 1999,
and 2000 were combined into a cumulative score composed of all three years. The
cumulative score is more representative of the Filipino and Hawai’ian groups than their
scores for any one year.

Section I summarizes the comparisons between Filipino, Hawai’ian and Other transfer
students; Section 2 reports on Filipino transfer students; Section 3 on Hawai’ian transfer
students; Section 4 on Other transfer students and Section 5 on data tables. 
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Section 1

Summary Comparison of Filipino, Hawai’ian and Other Transfer Groups
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Summary Comparison of Filipino, Hawai’ian and Other Transfer Groups

Similarities Among Filipinos, Hawai’ians and Other Transfers

Filipino, Hawai’ian and Other Groups of UHCC transfer students are similar to each other in
that:

• their families expect them to go to college.  (Figure 4)

• at least half of them currently live with parents or relatives.  (Figure 5)

• they decided to attend UHM while in the community college and not before then. (Figure
6)

• they are proud to be UHM students.  (Figure 7)

• they report that the UH Community Colleges prepared them well for UHM. (Figure 10)

• they have strong career goals.  Their main reason for going to college is to get a better
job; their most important educational objective is to learn career skills. Additionally they
are concerned about getting a job in their major field after graduating from UH.  (Figure
11, 12 and 16)

• they anticipate graduating from UH with a bachelor’s degree  in three years.  (Figure
13)

• they work an average of 20 hours a week.  In order to stay in school, they feel they
must work at least part-time.  However, they use their current earnings to pay for
personally rather than educational expenses.  (Figure 21, 22 and 23)

• If they run into school problems, they have someone who would listen and help them. 
They would also not hesitate to visit the counseling center if they need personal
counseling.  (Figure 29 and 30)

• If they do not do well on an exam, they take it as a challenge to improve.  (Figure 31)

• they are middle of the road politically.  (Figure 39)

• are tolerant of other religions.  (Figure 42)

• they have a close friend not of their own race.  (Figure 43)
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• they feel that individuals have a right to live their lives as others do regardless of their
sexual orientation.  They also approve of gay and/or lesbian sexual orientations. 
(Figure 45)

Filipinos Compared with Hawai’ians and Other Transfers

More Filipinos than Hawai’ians and Other UHCC transfer students:

• live with their parents or relatives.  (Figure 5)

• are less likely to hold a job while they attend the University.  (Figure 19)

• report that their studies deter their involvement in campus activities.  (Figure 24)

• want to join a club or organization related to their academic or career pursuits.  (Figure
25)

• express a need for educational counseling.  (Figure 28)

• plan to use University computer resources.  They report more confidence in their word
processing skills and more knowledge in how to develop spread sheets.  Further, more
Filipino transfers check the Internet at least once a day, feel comfortable navigating the
web and know how to use e-mail.  (Figures 35, 37, 38)

• are Catholics and consider religion an important part of their lives.  They also expect to
be more involved in religious activities at UHM. (Figure 40 and 41)

• look forward to meeting people different from themselves.  (Figure 43)

Hawai’ians Compared with Filipinos and Other Transfers

More Hawai’ians than Filipinos and Other UHCC transfer students:

• come from private high schools on Oahu and the Neighbor Islands.  (Figure 1)

• report a family income less than $25,000 (Figure 2)
• are first generation college students (Figure 3)
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• selected UHM because it is close to home.  (Figure 8)

• feel that a major barrier to achieving their career goal is personal finances (Figure 14)

• do not expect to leave Hawai’i to find a job after graduating from UHM.  (Figure 16)

• view scholarships and grants, rather than their parents, as a major source of funding for
their education.  (Figure 17)

• are involved in the past year in volunteer work, leadership activities and environmental
clean up projects.  (Figure 26)

• can handle highly stressful situations pretty well.  (Figure 30)

• are interested in taking classes on the history and culture of their own ethnic group. 
Also, more Hawai’ians support the Hawai’ian sovereignty movement.  (Figure 44)

• report health concerns, such as being over weight, not eating a healthy balanced diet
and not getting consistent quality sleep.  (Figure 46)

• binge drink and have tried drugs.  (Figure 47)

Filipinos and Hawai’ians Compared to Other Transfers

More Filipinos and Hawai’ians than Other UHCC transfer students:

• have educational loans this academic year.  (Figure 18)

• voted in a student election in the last year. (Figure 27)

• do not have computers for use at home.  (Figure 34)

• need to use campus computer resources.  (Figure 35)

• spend less time on the Internet per week.  (Figure 36)

• are aware of beliefs of religions other than their own.  (Figure 42)
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The majority of Other transfer students who have worked in the past year report positive job
behaviors, such as, initiative, good communication skills, dependability and dedication.

Academic and Student Development

About 45 percent of Other transfer students are interested in obtaining educational
counseling, 22 percent vocational/career counseling and 10 percent financial counseling.

Half (47 percent) report being very familiar with doing library research with 20 percent being
unfamiliar with library research procedures. Conversely, 40 percent expect difficulty with
math courses and 43 percent are concerned about their oral communication skills. Fifty-
seven percent feel they will do well in subjects requiring critical thinking skills. Although 39
percent assumed some kind of leadership role in the past year, only 40 percent report
having good leadership skills.

About 39 percent would like training in time management and 23 percent in learning skills.

Over half (54 percent) of Other transfer students expect not to be lonely during their first
year at UHM. Three-fourths (72 percent) report having someone to assist them with school
problems while 43 percent would rather handle their academic problems on their own. Over
half (55 percent) can handle highly stressful situations pretty well. They report that they are
challenged to improve if they perform unsatisfactorily on a test. However, 25 percent expect
difficulty adjusting to academic work, and 24 percent expect to be lonely during their first
year at the university, 19 percent are discouraged if they obtain low grades on assignments
and16 percent cannot handle stressful situations well. Although over half (54 percent) of all
Other transfer students would not hesitate to visit the Counseling Center for personal or
emotional counseling, 19 percent would be reluctant to do so.

Fifteen percent report cheating on some aspect of their schoolwork or tests.

Computers

About 87 percent of Other transfer students have computers available for use at home with
71 percent having computers with modems. About 56 percent also expect to use campus
computer resources.

Other transfer students are quite computer literate. They are confident about their work
processing skills (69 percent), navigating the World Wide Web (71 percent) and using
electronic mail (83 percent). About half (48 percent) know how to develop spread sheets.
Students spend a median time of five hours a week on the network, and nearly half (45
percent) check the Internet at least once daily.
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Diversity

Culture and Diversity
Other transfer students are comfortable with interacting with diverse ethnic groups. Three-
fourths (73 percent) of students have a close friend of a different ethnic background. About
82 percent look forward to meeting people different from themselves at UHM, and about
one-fourth (28 percent) report that most of their friends are from their own ethnic group.
Around one-third (37 percent) also express an interest in classes on the history and culture
of their own ethnic group.

One third of Other transfer students (36 percent) speak well a language other than English,
and 56 percent keep up with current events worldwide. Over half (52 percent) discuss
topics related to cultural awareness with friends.

Two-fifths (39 percent) feel that affirmative action is a useful tool for correcting injustices
against racial minorities. One-fourth (26 percent) indicate that because of equal rights
efforts over the years, there are now few biases against women. About 16 percent support
the Hawai’ian sovereignty movement and 28 percent do not. The majority (56 percent) are
neutral toward the movement.

Sexual Orientation
About half (54 percent) of all Other transfer students feel comfortable around gay persons,
approve of gay and/or lesbian sexual orientations (56 percent) and would not be disturbed
by having friends who are bisexual (59 percent). Three-fourths (79 percent) believe
individuals have a right to live their lives as others do regardless of their sexual orientation.
About 13 percent would like to attend campus programs on sexual orientation issues, and 4
percent express interest in being part of a campus organization for lesbians, gay men and
bisexuals.

Religious Preference
Nearly half (47 percent) of Other transfer students have no religious affiliation, while
approximately 14 percent of students are Protestant, 13 percent Roman Catholic, 12
percent Buddhist and 11 percent other.  Religion is important in the lives of 39 percent of
the students, and 12 percent expect to be involved in religious activities at UHM. Two-thirds
(69 percent) of students are tolerant of other religions and three-fourths are aware of beliefs
of religions other than their own.

Political Preference
Politically, Other transfer students are neither liberal nor conservative but middle-of-the-
road. Liberals (44 percent) outnumber conservatives (16 percent). Nearly half (49 percent)
kept current on political affairs during the past year.
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Student Involvement

Two-thirds (66 percent) of Other transfer students would like to join a club or organization
related to their career or academic pursuits. Two-fifths (39 percent) are interested in
volunteering time on- or off-campus.

Other transfer students attribute their limited involvement in campus life mostly to the time
needed to study (32 percent) or the time needed to work (29 percent).

A good portion of Other transfer students is civic or service minded. During the past year,
they voted in a student election (22 percent), performed volunteer work (47 percent), helped
others when they were in difficulty (76 percent) and took a leadership role in various
situations (39 percent). Two-fifths (38 percent) tutored other students and one-fourth (25
percent) participated in projects to clean up the environment.

Health and Wellness

Nearly 9 in 10 Other transfer students have health insurance. The vast majority do not
smoke or use drugs. About 11 percent smoke regularly, 10 percent used cocaine and 1
percent used ice.  None used heroin in the past month. The majority do not binge drink,
though 2 in 10 (22 percent) have consumed five or more alcoholic drinks in one sitting in the
past month.

About 54 percent of all Other transfer students report having problems getting consistent
quality sleep, 58 percent eating a healthy balanced diet and 50 percent  getting enough
exercise. About 22 percent report being overweight, 9 percent consume less than 500
calories a day, and 2 percent vomited or took laxatives or diet pills to keep from gaining
weight in the past month.

Over half (54 percent) of Other transfer students are sexually active. Of those who are
sexually active, 77 percent practice safe sex. About 5 percent report being victims of date or
acquaintance rape.

About 15 percent of Other transfer students have considered suicide in their past.

In regard to road safety, 92 percent wear seat belts while driving or riding in a car. 
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Section 5

Data Tables
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